Willow Chapel, Cheltenham Crematorium
lead by
Canon Paul Williams, Tewkesbury Abbey

A service of thanksgiving for the life of

Rodney Dews

26" May 1938 — 27 January 2021

Friday 19t February 2021 at 12:30 pm



Processional music by Tomaso Albinoni — Adagio in G minor Academy of St Martin in the
Fields/Sir Neville Marriner

Prayer
Merciful Father, hear our prayers and comfort us; renew our trust in your Son,
whom you raised from the dead; strengthen our faith: that all who have died in
the love of Christ will share in his resurrection; who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Hymn
Sung by The Fron Male Voice Choir to the tune of Morte Criste

When | survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!

All the vain things that charm me most,
| sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Reading
Romans 8 verses 31- 39. Read by Peter Dews



Reading
He is Gone by David Harkins. Read by Clara Dews

You can shed tears that he is gone
Or you can smile because he has lived
You can close your eyes and pray that he will come back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that he has left
Your heart can be empty because you can't see him
Or you can be full of the love that you share

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday

You can remember him and only that he is gone

Or you can cherish his memory and let it live on

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back
Or you can do what he would want: smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

Tribute
Read by David and Peter Dews

Hymn
Sung by The Treorchy Male Choir to the tune of Cwm Rhondda

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but Thou art mighty,
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me now and evermore;

Feed me now and evermore.

Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the firey cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer,

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield;
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.



When | tread the verge of Jordan,

Bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death and hell’s Destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.

Songs of praises, songs of praises,

| will ever give to Thee;

| will ever give to Thee.

The Prayers ending with The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Committal

Recessional music: Bach Toccata in D Minor played by Helmut Walcha on the
Organ of St. Laurenskerk in Alkmaar (Holland)




